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DISCOURSE. 


PROVERBS x. 7. 


THE MEMORY OF THE JUST IS BLESSED. 


Deatu has gained another triumph. This last 
and most potent enemy of our race has deprived 
another family of its head, another religious So- 
ciety of its Pastor, and this ancient town of another 
of its highly esteemed inhabitants. The man whom 
we once loved to meet in the circles of friendship, 
and by whose instructions we have often been edi- 
fied, has fallen a victim to this mighty and universal 
conqueror. And, under the impulse of an affection 
which even death’ cannot destroy, we have come 
here to mourn our common loss, to mingle our 
griefs, and to manifest our respect for the remains 
of one, who had endeared himself to us by the pub- 
lic services and private intercourse of a long succes- 
sion of years. 

But while on this occasion it is proper to indulge 
the sympathies of our nature, and to lament the re- 
moval of our late venerated friend, it should be our 
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chief concern to be made better by this event. We 
should so reflect on the dispensation which has call- 
ed us together, as to be more deeply impressed with 
the transitory duration of our earthly existence, and 
more firmly resolved to pursue a course of conduct 
which will not only be pleasing to God, but cause 
us to be held in everlasting remembrance. To 
awaken such reflections will be my object in this 
discourse. 

I am fully sensible, that many good men have se- 
tious doubts whether funeral sermons are productive 
of good. On occasions like the present, they have 
so frequently listened to the language of unmeasured 
praise, that they suppose such services are only in- 
tended to gratify the living by offering the incense 
of adulation to the dead. 

This error ought unquestionably to be avoided. 
But we also think that there are instances, when a 
neglect to notice publicly the character and services 
of those who are taken from us, would argue great 
insensibility to the dispensations of Providence, and 
great ingratitude to departed worth. It would 
also deprive us of the benefit to be derived from 
a contemplation of their lives. Every one, who 
is familiar with his Bible, knows that a large por- 
tion of the Sacred Scriptures is occupied with rec- 
ords of the principles and conduct of pious men. 
It is easy to account for the fact. The inspired 
writers were aware of the powerful influence of ex 
ample. Hence they delineated with clearness and 
impartiality, the characters of their cotemporaries, 
and having thus rescued their actions and names 
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from oblivion, with all the authority of their Mission, 
they say, “Be ye not slothful, but followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the prom: 
ises.” 

While I do not forget the last request of my de- 
ceased friend, not to extol him in this funeral ser-, 
vice, but the grace of God, which had made him to 
differ from others, I would so call up his life and 
character to your remembrance, that you may re- 
ceive both consolation and improvement. 

“The memory of the just is blessed.” We learn 
from these words that true piety and morality 
are imperishable. They not only elevate the de- 
parted spirit to unspeakable dignity and happiness 
in heaven; but are held in grateful recollection on 
earth. He who exhibits these principles, commands 
the admiration and affection of his fellow-men while 
he lives, and when he is dead they dwell with de- 
light on the memory of his virtues. 

We sometimes use the term just in describing 
a person who strictly and legally fulfils his en- 
gagements. Although to be just.in this limited 
sense is important, and forms an essential feature 
in the character of every good man, yet our text 
undoubtedly includes: something more. As no term 
can be found which expresses all: the combinations 
of goodness, one moral quality is frequently employ- 
ed to designate the whole. When it is therefore said, 
The memory of the just is blessed; the expres 
sion embraces every virtue that enters into the char- 
acter of a religious man. Christ is denominated the 
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Just One. But this means more, than that he was 
truly upright. It includes all the moral qualities 
that centered in him, and that so gloriously adorned 
his life. It means, that he was holy, harmless, un- 
defiled, and separate from sinners; that he was full 
of compassion, and abounded in every good princi- 
ple and benevolent work. 

Perhaps there is not one instance in which the ex- 
pression is used in the Scriptures, as applicable to 
good men, which does not embrace the whole of 
their character. It must have this latitude of mean- 
ing here. For the mere practice of justice, unasso- 
ciated with acts of piety and goodness, would not 
render the memory of a person blessed. You may 
reverence the name of one whose integrity stood 
forth prominently, and who merely dealt out the even 
measure of justice; but it is the man who has 
not only been just, but kind and benevolent, patient 
and forgiving, gentle and easy to be entreated, whose 
memory inspires you with affection and delight. 


The remembrance of such a man is calculated to im- 


part to survivors the highest degree of pleasure. 

I. The retrospect which we take of such actions, 
creates the most delightful emotions. 

Those who have been so unwise as not to pursue 
a course of virtue; but have allowed their appetites 
and passions to have the ascendency over them, 
cannot withhold their respect and admiration from 
one whose life has been a practical illustration of 
the principles of christianity. When a person has 
not only been temperate and upright, but imbu- 
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ed with the spirit of piety and philanthropy; when 
we can follow him in our recollection, to the habita- 
tion of the widow and the fatherless; and see 
him mingling his tears with theirs, and hear him of- 
fer up his supplications, and impart to them the best 
advice, thrilling sensations of joy fill our bosoms. 
Although we may have derived no direct benefit 
from him ourselves, yet we cannot contemplate his 
character, without being conscious of the most live- 
ly satisfaction. And those who did participate in 
his favours, and feel that they have lost a valu- 
able friend, must experience unutterable emotions 
of sorrow, associated with feelings of a cherished 
eratitude. 

The sensations excited by the remembrance of de- 
parted worth, are described with great simplicity 
and pathos in the Acts of the Apostles. When Dor- 
cas died, who “was full of good works, and alms- 
deeds which she did;” her friends sent unto Peter, 
“desiring him that he would not delay to come to 
them. And when he was come into the upper 
chamber, all the widows stood by him Weeping, 
and showed the coats and garments which Dorcas 
made while she was with them.” Who can con- 
ceive of amore touching scene? What tenderness 
of affection was displayed! What warm expressions 
of gratitude were manifested in all their gestures 
and actions, speaking even more loudly than words! 
What powerful appeals to the heart of the Apostle 
to induce him to restore their benefactress to life! 

And while we mourn the death of a revered indi- 
vidual to-day, we have this consolation, that his 
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memory is blessed. We dwell with fond recollee- 
tion on the pure principles which composed his char- 
acter. He was what a distinguished Poet has de- 
nominated— 
“The noblest work of God.” 

In him there was no deceit, hypocrisy, or guile. 
Whether he was mistaken in his judgment or not, 
you might always know what that judgment was. 
If ever a just man lived, ¢here are the remains of 
one. But he was not only just; the law of kind- 
ness was in his heart. His habitation was the abode 
of hospitality. He fed the hungry, and clothed the 
naked. When the eye saw him, or the éar heard 
him, it blessed him. He was not the man to say, 
“Be ye warmed, and be ye filled,” and then felt sat- 
isfied that he had discharged his duty. His charity 
was often abused; but never, it is believed, with- 
held when he was satisfied that the applicant 
was a subject of distress. Such indeed was his 
well known sympathy, that many who belonged 
to no religious society, felt a confidence in ap- 
plying to him either for ministerial attentions or 
charitable aid. He was ever ready at the call of 
the sons and daughters of affliction, although they 
might be friendless and poor, and dwelling in the 
obscure retreats of vice and wretchedness. When 
the pestilence, that walketh in darkness, and rageth 
at noon-day, made desolate many of your dwellings, 
it can never be forgotten by some of you, that he 
not only administered medicine to the poor who 
were diseased, but personally tended them, whet. 


9 


through fear, they were forsaken by their neighbours 
and friends. While living he received the blessing 
of many who were ready to perish; and now that 
he is dead, we will treasure up the memory of his 
virtues, as a precious legacy designed for our good. 

II. The beneficial influence which the example 
of a just man has diffused, causes his memory to be 
blessed. It is a solemn consideration that our con- 
duct exerts either a salutary or injurious effect on the 
character of others. As one sinner destroyeth much 
good, so one just man doeth much good. We have 
daily illustrations of this truth. A parsimonious 
and cold hearted man, causes others to be parsi- 
monious and cold hearted; and by his selfish exam- 
ple deters them from acts of humanity. A quarrel- 
some and passionate man engenders the same spirit. 
On the other hand, a man of peace and charity dif- 
fuses kindred feelings in the sphere in which he 
moves. 

The example of individuals has been productive 
of the most glorious effects. It would not be diffi- 
cult to trace the origin of our free schools, our asy- 
lums for indigent orphans, our societies for the re- 
lief of the poor, the aged, and the sick, as well as 
our Missionary, Bible, and Tract Societies, to the 
force of example, displaying itself in the first in- 
stance, in the benevolent, and persevering, and suc- 
cessful efforts of individuals. And when we see in 
such cases as Roger Wititams, and Raxes, and 
Howarp, what a change for the better may be com- 
menced in the civil and religious, the physical and 
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intellectual condition of a people, which shall con- 


tinue to be felt and diffuse itself through all time, 
we bless their memory while their bodies are moul- 
dering in the dust. 

We have known men who, like their Lord and 
Master, went about doing good, devising plans for 
alleviating the miseries of their fellow-creatures, an! 
prevailing on others to join them in their praisewor- 
thy exertions; and we have also seen them die: but 
before this calamity occurred, others had imbibed 
their spirit, and even surpassed their example—and 
the measures which they began are still carried on 
with the certain prospect of their continuance. The 
memory of such men is blessed. 

It is due to the late Pastor of this Society to 
state, that his pious and amiable example for a se- 
ries of years had a most happy effect on his breth- 
ren around him. In the various Associations with 
which he was connected, and in ecclesiastical coun- 
cils, he did much to promote a spirit of kindness and 
forbearance. He was a peace-maker. He could 
not endure the thought that Christians should ever 
bite and devour one another. He had that charity 
which covereth a multitude of sins. If in the dis- 
charge of his pastoral duties, there were times that 
any one could have wished he had been more stern 
in frowning upén what was wrong ; if any one could 
have desired that like a practised surgeon he had 
held the probe of discipline with a firmer grasp and 
a less trembling hand, let it be remembered that 
this seeming deficiency arose from the kindness 
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his heart, and a reluctance to inflict upon any of his 
friends the slightest pain. So that it might be said 


with truth, that 
« F’en his failings leaned on virtue’s side.” 


These recollections afford us peculiar pleasure, 
because we know that his meek and patient and 
prudent deportment, softened the asperities, and re- 
strained the indiscretions of others. I only utter the 
feelings of the ministers and churches of the Asso- 
ciation over which he so long presided, when I say 
that they are greatly indebted for their peace and 
good fellowship to his uniformly pious and amiable 
example. 

III. But the memory of the just is blessed because 
we can follow them in our thoughts from a life of 
devotion and benevolence on earth, to the rewards of 
the righteous in heaven. 

When we convey the just to the grave, “ we do 
not sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” 
This confidence in their immediate happiness at 
death is abundantly confirmed by the Scriptures. 
The wicked “ shall awake to everlasting shame and 
contempt. But they that be wise shall awake to 
everlasting life, and shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament; and they that turn many to righte- 
ousness, as the stars for ever and ever. The work 
of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever.” 


12 


How blessed then is the memory of the just! When 
We remember their “work of faith, and labour of 
love, and patience of hope, in our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” we are cheered with the confidence that 
they have entered the regions of eternal bliss. Our 
intercourse with them has indeed been interrupted 
for a little season, but we are assured that it has not 
eternally ceased. We anticipate its renewal in 
those glorious mansions which Christ has gone to 
prepare for all who love him. How refreshing to 
our hearts, then, are those associations which con- 
nect a patient continuance in well-doing, with glory 
and honour, and immortality and eternal life. 

With these views resting on the past and the fu- 
ture, the memory of our late friend, and your Pastor, 
is blessed. His character was not of that suspicious 
kind as to create doubts in relation to his final state. 
No one called in question the sincerity of his reli- 
gious profession. “ By pureness, by knowledge, by 
long-suffering, by kindness, by love unfeigned, by the 
word of truth, by the power of God, and by the ar- 
mour of righteousness,” he approved himself not only 
as a Christian, but as a good minister of Jesus Christ. 
We therefore are fully persuaded that he is now 
a partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light. 
His spirit is absent from the body, but it is present 
with the Lord. No sooner did he cease to be an in- 
habitant of earth, than the glories of heaven burst 
on his astonished view, and he heard the celestial 
harpers in new and ineffable strains chanting the 
praises of Him who sitteth upon the throne, and re- 
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ceived from the Master he had so long served the 
gladdening welcome, “Come, thou blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for thee from 
the foundation of the world.” 

It may perhaps be expected, on this mournful oc- 
casion, that I should add to this imperfect sketch of 
the character of the deceased, an account of his life 
and ministry. It would afford me pleasure could I 
fully meet this expectation. ButI feel unequal to 
the task. Your own recollections, however, will 
supply the deficiency of my narration. 

Your late Pastor was the immediate descendant 
of that eminent servant of Christ, the Rev. Joun 
Gano, of New-York, who was not only distinguish- 
ed for his stationary and itinerant labours, but as a 
chaplain in the revolutionary army. The son was 
educated for the medical profession, and was for a 
time a surgeon in the service of which. his father was 
achaplain. At this period he gave no promise of 
ever being devoted to the interests of religion. As- 
sociating with the profane and the dissipated, he en- 
tered eagerly into their pursuits of pleasure. But 
God, who is rich in mercy, was. pleased to arrest 
him in his career of folly. ‘The commandment came 
with power to his conscience. He saw and felt that 
he was an offender against the Infinite Majesty of 
heaven and earth; nor did his anxieties subside, -un- 
til he believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

From this time, he began to have serious thoughts 
of engaging in the work of the ministry. And al- 
though his medical practice encouraged him to ex- 
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pect wealth at no distant day, yet he voluntarily re- 
linquished it, and, at the age of twenty-three, was 
approved as a preacher by the church in New-York 
of which his father was pastor. 

After preaching in different places, in the year 
1792, he accepted the invitation to become your 
minister. Of the manner of his coming among you, 
and of the humility, and zeal, and fidelity, and suc- 
cess, with which he so long served you, you have 
the record this day in your hearts. You can testify 
that he shunned not to declare to you what he be- 
lieved to be “all the counsel of God.” Nor did he 
discharge his duties without special tokens of the 
divine favour. 

The character of his preaching was peculiarly 
experimental. He addressed the conscience with 
great power and affection. The doctrines he 
taught were truly evangelical. In all his ministra- 
tions he ceased not to teach and to preach Jesus 
Christ in all the glory of his Godhead, and in all the 
efficacy of his cross. Many Christians have been 
established and comforted while they listened to the 
gracious words he spake. Many inquirers heard 
him with inexpressible delight, while he directed 
them to the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
sin of the world. Many, who had before been in- 
different to the concerns of their souls, became anx- 
lous to know what they should do to be saved, while 
he warned them of the wrath to come. It was his 
happiness to introduce to this church more than sev- 
en hundred persons by baptism; and also to be the 
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instrument of turning many to righteousness, who 
did not not unite with you owing to circumstances 
they could not control. 

His sphere of usefulness, as you well know, was 
not confined to this Society. He preached in most 
of the States, and the fruits of his labours now exist. 
In cases of difficulty, his counsels were frequently 
requested by the churches in the surrounding re- 
gion: And, although he did not seek to have do- 
minion over the faith of others, yet his conciliatory 
disposition and sound practical views, his integrity 
and gravity of conduct, gave him a kind of patri- 
archal influence: An influence which must have 
been peculiarly grateful to his feelings, because it 
was not claimed, but yielded from a conviction of his 
personal worth. 

We had rather hear how a man lives, than how 
he dies. The testimony of a uniformly pious and 
upright life is, in our estimation, far more valuable 
than any expressions uttered on a bed of death. 
Yet, when the righteous hath hope in his death, and 
his last end is peace, as a confirmation of the truth 
and excellence of christianity, it should be recorded. 
The deceased experienced, in a high degree, the 
consolations of religion in his sickness. After he 
was incapable of pulpit labours, he frequently declar- 
ed that the doctrines he had taught from this desk 
were his only support. He knew that his disease 
would terminate in his dissolution; but he also knew 
in whom he had believed, and that He was able to 
keep that which he had committed to him until that 
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day in which Christ shall come to be glorified in his 
saints, and admired in all them that believe. His 
salvation he attributed to the distinguishing grace of 
God, and this grace was his hope and his joy. 
When he was s0 feeble as to be unable to speak 
without extreme difficulty, he frequently repeated, 
and with visible emotions of pleasure, the words of 
the Psalmist: “Thou shalt guide me with thy coun- 
sel, and afterward receive me to glory.” In similar 
circumstances, while his countenance seemed to 
lighten up with joy, he said, in broken accents: 


“©! if my Lord would come and meet, 
My soul would stretch her wings in haste, 
Fly, fearless, through death’s iron gate, 
Nor feel the terrors as she passed.” 


On another occasion, when his friends thought he 
was dying, he remarked to one who had been called 
to witness his departure, “O, my brother, I am glad 
to have an opportunity to express to you, that you 
may tell the dear church, that the doctrine of the 
Deity of Jesus Christ is my support; it is the rock 
on which my soul rests in the last hour.” “ You still 
hold to that doctrine, then, Sir.” “Ah!” answered 
he, “that holds me, or I should sink.” He clasped 
the hand of his child, and said, ‘Oh, my child, weep 
not for me! Are you not willing I should go to my 
God, to be like my Saviour?” When his soul was 
too active for his diseased frame, and he was incapa- 
ble of giving a distinct and unbroken utterance of 
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his sure and certain hope of a resurrectior 

nal Bifes Be quoted, after repeated nee en 
the triumphant language of the Apostle; « But 
gre come unto Mount Zion. and unto the cit i 
the living God the heavenly Jerusalem al 
a til innumerable company of angels to the 
general asembly———of the church of the first-born 
_——which are written in heaven and to God 
the Judge of all and to the spirits of just ‘ne 
made perfect.” With these, and other expressions, 




















« His comforters he comforted ; great in ruin, 
With unreluctant grandeur, gave, not yielded, 
His soul sublime,” to Him who had redeemed it. 


No one could leave his dwelling without feeling that 


“The chamber where the good man meets his fate, 
Is privileged beyond the common walk 
Of virtuous life, quite in the verge of heaven.” 


His last day was brightened with the rays of hope 
and glory. “I have-enjoyed much,” said he; “not 
a cloud, but all clear sunshine. I have been trying 
to fnd a dark spot, but all is bright. My sky is 
without a cloud.” He was answered, “I hope, dear 
father, the dark spots are all banished forever.” 
“Forever,” observed he, “Yes! I trust they are. I 
shall be with my Saviour. How much reason I 
have to be thankful that, amidst all my weakness, 
my mind still dwells on religion. The love of Jesus 
grows more and more precious.” To the remark of 
a friend, “We have had a refreshing air since ~ 
rain has fallen,” he replied, in broken accents: “] 
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breathe—the air—of heaven. My soul is filled 
——with God and Christ. Come—Lord Josus 
——ctome——yjuickly.” 

In view of what has been said, the childron of the 
deceased have great cause for consolation. That 
venerated form, dear to you even in death, did not 
live in vain. ~The soul which animated it, was act- 
uated by the principles of piety and integrity. He 
has left you a virtuous example, which, if imitated, 
will contribute more to your happiness than the larg- 
est earthly treasures. And it must impart to you 
indescribable satisfaction, to know, that the name of 
your much loved parent will long be associated with 
the tenderest recollections of those who were hon- 
oured with his acquaintance. Your loss is, indeed, 
great. But then remember, that it is his exceeding 
gain. Comfort one another with these thoughts, 
and “be ye followers of him, even as he also was of 
Christ.” 

It would be strange indeed if the members of this 
religious Society were not deeply afflicted on this 
occasion. A pious friendship which has been gath- 
ering strength for thirty-six years cannot be broken 
without a pang. Nor can those whose connexion with 
the deceased has been of later date, and who have 
been accustomed to look.up to him as their spiritual 
father, and the guide of their youth, be unconcerned 
spectators of this. day’s solemnities. But, my 
friends, while you mourn, let me entreat you to be 

resigned to the will of God. Remember that the 
Head of the church still lives. He can with perfect 
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ease ttimm your mourning into joy. Pray ye the Lord 
of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers in- 
to his harvest; and especially be united in your sup- 
plications that your future Pastor may be, like Ste- 
phen, a man full of the Holy Ghost and of faith. 

There may probably be some in this large and 
solemn assembly, who are conscious that they have 
received no religious advantage from the mittistry of 
the deceased. They respected his person, aind’reg- 
ularly attended on his instructions. But'the word 
preached has not profited them, not being mixed 
with faith. The cares of this world, aiid the deceit- 
fulness of riches; and thé lusts of other things enter- 
ing in, have choked the word, and it has become un- 
fruitful. You, my friends, will hear his’ voice no 
more. Let me enttedt, you, by your regard for his 
memory, and by your desire to. meet him in the com: 
ing world with joy, seriously to reflect on the faith- 
ful warnings arid affectionate expostulations' whieh 
you have so often heard ftoti his lips: Althowgh 
dead, he will then'speak to you more effectually that 
he did while living. Perhaps you have been ready 
to exclaim this afterndon; let ime die the death of 
that righteous man, and'let my last end be like ‘his. 
This felicity you cannot expect utiless‘your lives’ are 
righteous. But if you Habitually aét itt thé fear and 
the love of God, then will your latter end be peace, 
and you shall have hope in your death. 

By the remarks which have been made on this 
occasion, we learn, that it is both our duty and 
our interest to aspire after eminence in every Chris- 
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tian virtue. Our own happiness, and our useful- 
ness in the world, are involved in our attaining to 
high degrees of picty, knowledge, and faith. Tal- 
ents are of great importance, but excellence of char- 
acter is still more so, to give success to Christian ef- 
fort. When we are dead, our memory will be cher- 
ished, not because we were rich, or honoured, 
or learned, but because we were just ; because we 
imitated the example of Christ, who went about do- 
ing good; because we served our generation, and 
embodied in our tempers and actions, the divine 
principles of christianity. 

Do you wish, my hearers, to immortalize your- 
selves? The surest way is to have your names en- 
rolled among the friends of godliness. By meek 
and gentle manners, by the habitual exemplifica- 
tion of a spirit of kindness, by acts of beneficence, 
and by zeal in the cause of religion and humanity, 
you will erect for yourselves in the hearts of sur- 
vivorg a monument more durable than brass or mar- 
ble: And, influenced in your words and actions by 
the constraining love of Christ, when time shall be 
no more, the righteous Judge will say unto each of 
you: ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things; enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.” 


